
THE LOVE OF GOD 
 

Purpose:  To convince people of God’s love and how they should love God in return.  Time: 30-40 minutes. 

Questions: What is something everyone is looking for in life? ANSWER: Love! 
 Where are people looking for love? ANSWER: Consider all the places.  

WHO IS GOD? 
John 1:1-14.  The Word became alive (the Son of God). Creation did not recognize its Creator (vs. 10). 
John 14:5-10.  Jesus, (the Son) is God (the Father) made known. 

GOD LOVES US 
John 3:16.  God so loved the world that He gave His only son. 
1 John 3:16.  Jesus laid down his life for you.  QUESTION:  (Who do you know that would do that for you?) 

Illustration:  You probably have heard the old story of the drawbridge operator for a railroad company that one day 
faced the ultimate decision of sacrificing his son who was on the tracks or allowing a passenger train with hundreds of 
people on board to plunge into the river.  Of course, this story is told to try and illustrate the love of God.  Yet the 
drawbridge operator made the choice he did and gave up his son to assure the safety of the passengers because that 
was his duty.  It was his responsibility.  But God gave up his Son for us, not out of a sense of duty, but love.  It was His 
love for us, not because we were worthy, but because we were in such need.  

Question:  What does God want from us in return?  ANSWER:  Love.  He wants us to love Him.  How do we love God? 

WE LOVE GOD 
1. OBEDIENCE TO GOD.  1 John 5:3 

A. It is a joy to love and serve God. 
B. An example of this love:  A husband that truly loves his wife will do everything he can to please her. 

A wife that truly loves her husband will do everything she can to please him. 

2.  HUNGER AND THIRST FOR GOD.  Psalms 63:1-8 
A. Example:  How thirsty we can be when working during a hot summer day. (Elaborate) 
B. Jesus says if we hunger and thirst for God and His righteousness we will be filled. (Matthew 6:33) 

3.  GET RID OF SIN.  Colossians 3:5-10 
A. Put to death your sins.  Something that is put death ceases to live; it is destroyed.   
B. Take off your sins as if they are a garment. Clothing that is removed is no longer part of us. 
C. QUESTION:  What sins do you need to get out of your life today? 

4. SEEK FIRST TO PLEASE GOD.  Matthew 6:33 
A. Pleasing God should be at the top of our “To Do” list every day. 
B. If you are going to seek to please God, then you need to come to church, read your bible, be faithful in 

prayer, and develop Christian friendships. 
C. Other people who are seeking God help us seek God.  This is why studying the bible with other Christians 

is so important. 
D. CHALLENGE:  Read at least one chapter of the Gospel of John every day and take notes.  Look for what 

impresses you about Jesus. 

5. LOVING OTHERS.  1 John 4: 19-21 
A. Our relationship with other people is a reflection of our relationship with God. 
B. QUESTION:  What relationships do you have that you need to get right? 

DRAWING CONCLUSIONS AND CHALLENGES: 
Questions:   
1. Do you believe God loves you?  
2. Are you willing to love God in response? 
3. How often every week can we get together to continue to study God’s word? 
4. Will you plan to come to church every Sunday and midweek? 
5. Will you read at least one chapter each day in John and take notes on what you learn about Jesus?  

 


